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Participation of Committees and Members in the Operations of Community Rice
Centers in Mueang District of Kamphaengphet Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic condition of
Community Rice Centers’ committees and members (2) knowledge and understanding of committees and
members in the operations of Community Rice Centers(3) participation level of committees and members in
the operations of Community Rice Centers (4) problems and suggestion for extension guidelines and
development of Community Rice Centers by Centers’ committees and members.

Population in this study comprised committees and members from 10 Community Rice Centers in
Mueang District of Kamphaeng Phet Province who developed seeds production plots in 2012. Samples were
selected from each group; 6 chairman and committees from each center totally 60 persons and 106 farmers
who developed seeds production plots. Research tool was interview form. Data was analyzed by computer
program.  Statistics used were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum value and
minimum value.

Research results were as follows. (1) Most of the committees were male with the average age at
52.37 years. They completed primary education. Their average duration of join with Community Rice
Centers was 8.42 years. Most did not hold social position. They had been trained in the past. Their average
income from rice-farming was 238,000 baht/year. For members, most of them were female with the average
age at 50.65 years. They completed primary education. Their average duration of join with Community Rice
Centers was 7.28 years. Most did not hold social position. They had also been trained. Their average income
from rice-farming was 240,000 baht/year. (2) Most of the committees and members acquired knowledge
regarding objectives of the Community Rice Centers, operations of the Community Rice Centers and roles
performance of the committees. (3) For committees, their regular participation level included exploring
guidelines for operations, consideration over dividend allocation, setting regulations for operations,
identification of roles and responsibility, planning and implementation of work plan. For members, their
sometimes participation included exploring guidelines for operations, consideration over dividend allocation
and planning and implementation of work plan. (4) Various problems of the 2 groups were found at low
level. Suggestions relating to extension and development of operations of the Community Rice Centers by
committees and members; in overall opinion was at “quite necessary” level in every issue.

Keywords: Participationin the operations, Community Rice Center, Kamphaengphet Province
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